cal education, discussion articles, and short communications. The international outreach effort of APS has resulted in an increasing number of international submissions over the past three years. From January 2012 to May 2015, 980 submissions were received from 42 countries (Fig. 1 ). Of these submissions, 155 pieces were submitted from 15 Asian countries outside of Korea. This increase in international submissions was accompanied by an increase in the number of countries from which these manuscripts originated. Especially in aesthetic plastic surgery and some other subspecialties of plastic surgery, surgical concepts and technical approaches differ depending on the racial and ethnic background of the patient. APS contains material that is distinctive in terms of regional, cultural, and racial representation as well as presenting novel surgical concepts and technical approaches that can be applied to ongoing research. The editors hope to expand the accessibility of the material presented in APS to regions beyond South Korea and other Asian countries, and are therefore working to register APS in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) [6] . It is not easy for a plastic surgery journal to be indexed in SCIE, and no plastic surgery journals from the Asia-Pacific area are currently indexed therein (Table 1) [1, 7, 8] .
The next step for APS to continue to enhance its prestige is for it to be indexed in SCIE, which would require APS to meet the corresponding standards. Academic journals are evaluated for inclusion in SCIE based on on-time publication, peer review, research and publication ethics, the frequency of publication, the history of the journal, its record in national or international databases, the academic achievements of the editorial board, the consistent long-term presence of editors and editorial staff mem- bers, the international distribution of the contributors, the staff of the editing office, the status of the online submission system, the acceptance rate, the presence of concrete guidelines for submissions, journal editing, errors in citations, errors in the references, the use of digital object identifiers and full-text XML, open-access status, the online accessibility of the journal, and the originality and value of the content of the journal (as assessed by metrics such as citation rates). International academic journals are evaluated based on the editorial board, the international distribution of the contributors, academic originality, and citations of the journal (Table 2 ) [9] . APS, which is published six times annually (on the 15th of January, March, May, July, September, and November), meets the standards of on-time publication and frequency of publication. APS holds high ethical standards involving research and publication. In order to ensure that papers are of high quality, resubmission is prohibited, and plagiarism is prevented via the CrossCheck reference program. Written permission is required for photographs of patients. In addition, figures and illustrations are formatted consistently throughout the journal in order to reduce errors in journal editing [10] . Peer review plays a critical role in the status of APS as a medical journal [5] . APS draws upon approximately 190 experts as peer reviewers. Korean peer reviewers are required to have at least five years of specialist clinical experience and to be leading specialists in training hospitals. APS also continues to invite competent reviewers from all over the world, and the editorial board provides reviewers with guidelines for manuscript reviews, with the goal of ensuring high-quality reviews. The citations and references of submissions to APS are carefully checked before publishing, and all errors are removed. All papers submitted to APS must be checked for the appropriate use of English. If the English of the paper is not sufficient- S p a i n T h a i l a n d J a p a n T a i w a n C h i l e E g y p t I r a n I s r a e l M e x i c o N e t h e r l a n d s P e r u B r a z i l B u l g a r i a C a n a d a F r a n c e G e r m a n y H o n g K o n g A l b a n i a A r g e n t i n a A u s t r a l i a
C r o a t i a ( H r v a t s k a )
C y p r u s C z e c h R e p u b l i c G r e e c e P a k i s t a n P o r t u g a l R o m a n i a ly fluent, the authors are recommended to have the text revised by a professional English proofreading company and to resubmit the paper. Papers are then checked for plagiarism by a similarity test and are then assessed by three to four peer reviewers, in a review process that includes statistical verification. When consent is given for a paper to be published, it goes through another stage of English proofreading, and is then published after the author's final revisions and the preparation of the final manuscript. APS is currently implementing several initiatives with the goal of being indexed in SCIE, such as adopting an English-only policy, ensuring easier online accessibility by registering with representative databases, soliciting submissions from various countries, extending its scope beyond the Asia-Pacific region, developing an organized submission and editing system, and improving the journal's academic status by attracting high-quality papers. If APS maintains continuous quality control to preserve its role as a leading forum for plastic surgery in the Asia-Pacific region, it will also contribute to the global development of plastic surgery, and will obtain worldwide recognition as a leading journal.
